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The frequant mixing of fine and

decorative arts has led toc a growing

appreciation for postwar and

contemporary design, fueling the market and sending

of 18, mealloed $ 108,000
't Christis’s May 2000

contomparary art
evening sals
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auction prices into the millons BY JEANNIE ROSENFELD

When Philippe S&palol. then wordwide bead of

cmntemporany art al Chnstie’s, boldly imerspersed e cutting-
edpe design objects by the ey of Mane Mewaon and Shino
Kuramatn with pakistings aed sculptioe by JoIT Baooas mnd
Thenien Hirst bnoon cvenramg sale in apring 2006, the markei
win'i guiie resly, The sudibon generated only lukewam
resulis, both in fems of sales and overall neception. Hot Siga-
lod wns clearly o osomething. In the past six yeers, the oim-
mmingling of posiwar ond comemporary o and desipn has
hecime @ COMITRT (ECureBUe

In's o puaring weell swited o ibe sewes wave of ooldleotors anid
their echect: decorafing sivle, "Whereas their parents bought
Art Beeo and mined thm with Impressioniss and carly modem
i ings, " sy Janies Foinaki s, direcios of Sotheby s 20h
Cenniry [aign departioent, they ane focusing awwe i won-
temiparary art and a wids array of Mhh-contury designers. from
Jean Proové angd Charlome Perriand 1o George Naknshims sl
Ulsgiar Miemeyver,

Fucled in part by this sensibility, the design market is on the
rise, lenfion master Carlo Mallino's 1949 oak-amd-glass mblz
set o record fos 20th-century furnigure Jast June when it fetched
om astounading 338 million agatest a § 8500005200, 000 esti-
iz st Chinste s Mew' Yok, Even lesser-known nnmes sie
commanding sanling amoamts., Prices for works by I'nench
desiper Mirla Pergey bave mone than doubled in the pass two
years—a circa 1975 dining table in staindess sieel and glass
ol for i recond 51 28,000 at the: Wright auction house in
Chicago lnwt September. Such steeps prices seflect a growing
appreciation for postwar snd comemporary design, o market

=T TR T



tht has msiivred trarmefidonsly over the pas decode aad & norw
sericnsly chalbenging the leieranchy fel places i ina distinc
rembm fram fine ats,

11@ desipii-uia-an movemctl began gaining momentum
i1 ihe mid - 199K whien Simoen Andeewee, now o seoor specialis)
o Christees Lamsbon, miised Bnmmunl wbes dedicaed o omad-
market cesapn. Winlke resalis wene maxed, Andnews maentaims
that thess sakes encouraged people to ook o things difTer
enilly," pukBiog dice tie sabe ad study of Anh-ceniery design s a
relatively new phonomend “There were vintually no books 200
s dEn, ol s aken o whele lor dormateon to be disseei
madieed ik |'l||1|l|.' cesisciodsiness. Ml o has transformed inio -
|J|.'r~.!|I|:ﬂI:||I;' and that has omed o new comdoninl mitictudes
aral more collecting.”

Ome pionser wis Rechard Wight, who foended Bis boutique
nuction howsse i Chicago (o 2000, showtly after Ségnlig’s land-
meirk evening sy, He medefined and revimlbized nindermn design
by prescniingg o mosivlesh |.'.|ll|l]|.'-:|::l.l;."~ amd woeay ilt!; mn .,*n|'|||'||-:-
METIETY am "o credle o dialsgoe HITHNAY e worke™ e SNy,
Ad the sanee vime, Philigs, de Pary & Conapary (ihen Phillips,
do Mury & Luxembourg i was r'chram.ln:F A P W LA TICE -.||ip
il oy groudbreaking aoctions acdompaniod lay glossy,
latge-lonmnl catalagies that Alexomder Pavne, direcior of
202 151 Century Desipn Art, deseribes a3 an “ahsolite celehm
tham of the obpect.

Bur the most obveious sign of a shift in oitinde came with the
ixw parlance: mundern acdd conlemporary design objecis that
wene ofce grouped into a broader Jh-centry doosrative-ans
cutegory have been gnves daeirown platform. At Phillips:

Payre: and Lemaitis—who was inicgml i shaping tle desiyn
depasiment there hefone he transferred o Soihehy's i Hild—
changsd thekr anca’s nome from Jh-Cenfuery Decormzive A
in JKI. o move that Femadibs repented when be ook over a
Sty sz e clunged bos department®s title from: 28h Cen-
tary Decorative Works of A o 200h Century Design. In 2004
Christie's addled 1he wivid “Deskpn” 1o Mith Century Decora-
tive Am. This repackasing also translabed 1o new mode of
operabing, witk collibofatus between design amd fine-on spe
clnlists from the sarme jrefiid Beooming the nonmi Says Josiu
Holderman, disecwor ol 20ih Cendury Docorative A and De-
angr al Chrsdsg s o Sew York, *1 ealk o iy |.|.I|||:.JE|_|;I|. w1 il
contermporary -an department o handred timzs o day,”

In recen vears, Christse s s gapanded s decorative ans
piffersnips and began o coss-marker desipn with colileniporary
it “Tn dhowesn 't eater 1 they e paintings of fumilme,” savs An-
drews. “They ane snapedusts of o partioular cathetic momest and
shoukin'l be charcterized according 1o their medium.™ In Lon.
don the house continues to experiment: o Pop an sale in June
2N xed T @l with design, and an wpoomsng Nondic an
Al desipn fade thas October will iaclocle high-end 190 anxd
Jigh-century piciures sl contegnporiey on. as wiell ns design
obgects, Mennwhile, st Sotheby s Femaiits has notced that the
baiirclanes bewesn design and contempoarary ort “nre getting
st Telumred Hand we’re secing many codde dedgeens poing back
anl Bt bhetvoeen the cabegonies.” He cites Hary Bertinia
whose seulptuml objects are being cladad in copfenipornry-
Fevanaie Roregfeld i o New Fork—ased wemer specicdizing in
fercrarmafnee arts el desien.

. | wrrRonArad

CrRaten 1he
inalall@ion P
wilh Good
Intemblome, fod
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satellite fadr to At
Basel Miami
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Selurday @ Phillips
e sl
Sapionmber, o

ica, 1950 shfabaand
by Viadimir Kagan
mnl b groups of
Harpart Kianchel's
“Hrenii” Dowis,

¢, 1950m, wann
dinplaired
unifsmasth (hras
phobographs from
Beina Ahoims's
"Madern Loveds"
Serimd, 18950,

ARTwiwa {Manci anob 27



art sabes, and artist Domald Judd. whose fumitene i now msarne
likely 1o be offered e design
Pl hax aleo sdvanoed il smlegy sinee mosving o
Chelsen fom 5 Tih Soea w303 11 bolds integrated sale pro-
views of conbemporamy srl pholograplvy. aml desipn ol lerings:
and lnst vear, an isert with highliphs from the December
desipn sale was placed in ke Novemder conlemponery caka-
logoe, The crossover i also evident in the quanerly Satur-
claadi !-'hllﬁp'n siiles, lanched Ins) Seplember, wikich of ler mnore
sifordihde works Froon all thice CEEEOREs 6 e same Suctions.
1 il-ﬂl'-IEn:wn ch ian” 3 ; > pallenios
ppoach Bn’t o pervasive i the gallones,
perhaps because they don’ hove specinhists mdalferent arcas
working uader the sanse rool’. Bt i & recent slew ol exbabi

o is miny indiation, deslen are also bepinning o i ihe
bomedary boreeen an and dessen I apeng M0, Luhring
Aupuseine presentod e Tioet Mew Yark ehow of wodoe by
Sien designer Mania Bonett], Bmibursg 20 conimbsdonsd
pleves, as well as snsbes o the brghily coloned fismiure in
criansc shapes, Last winder Mew York dealer Sean Kelly cal-
absarnked with B ..."‘I]'In{'i:rnur:-. it Tribexa gallery specializang in
pradeeniuy moderm fumifone, on the (e majar American i
vew of [Dianish designer Poul Kjacrholm s pleces presensed
alomzsade wirks by 20 anisis, icluding Yves ke and Kimcks
Chijlcstra, “Hather than have e farminun acccssocias e an o
it ehe fumitare on a pedestal, vou could actually sai o the Fuar-
mitong, ond the art wis aimost o backdrop,” save kelly, notng
that mnsl of the K jnzrbodm pieces went o b regular chenls,
whike B Xith Century ' s patmoss wene drawn 1o the an

Last spring the Chelica galiery Lehmann Mawpin invited
private ar dealer Yosh Bacr and Suzmnne Demach, o specialis
in Ewropean docorative artd of the |k and (%, 1o curabe the
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Eroap shiow LA de Vive," & g ios T WS |'|!|
suich prists s Marcel Duchamp and Jenmy Holeer and design
erw bike Gerrt Bistveld and the Rusbanad- and-wifie searm of
Franpois- Xavier amnd Cloude Lalanne, "W tapped into sorme-
thimg people had been thinking show,™ sy Demisch. *“The
shivw nmpified that crossover nnd pot chienls exciled.”
Demisch apd her Paris-based partner, Stephane Dasanl,
cipened their own gallery, Demisch Danand, in Chelsea in Cheno-
er, o he same sirecl &5 eavywelght conismpdsany-an deaken
Wlanhew Mlarky, Pacew bldensieir. and Manmnne Bocsks.
e re arviting ao Tl g shoes,™ Demisch says. canphmdting ihin
they i e bt @ ideskgn pailbery ruther than e antligues store. On
ihe 3th of ihs meonth, Demisch Danent and Lébhmann Mawpin
l.L'LIIi'g".'-n i e slsmas o A |1i-_l|_'|r\|. h:. |‘rr|_l.,|:|.' fessidii-
ing fimied-edition fumisue, w
comnesde with the pabllcation of
a inajor book about her wodk.
Elast b sbuswvs sine o view
thpceagh the 260k of mest mcndh
A Coupre of Blocks way al
Ciapodian Giallery, plans ard i

G of @ =Pair of
Dvapo Cablnets,™ 7005,
dasigned by Maria
Pergay, whose soin
showms al Mow Yok
palleries Lehmann
MlgugHn amrd Desmicck
Danant open al the
end ol this month,

the works for a Mewson exhilbs-
tion Inter this year,

The precedems for presend
g o along wath desipn were
estabdizhed by denlers like
Barry Fricdman and Heana
Sonnabend in New Yok amd
Patmick Sezum and Mhilippe
Jonpvsg i Pars, Frecdman, o
lith-century decomtive-irts
-|||,:|.i..-||-u {ow 30 weurs, huis
Incerporated Symbulis and Constructivisi pamitimgs and even
erntemporary Chinese pletogmpley imo his gnlleny's progran.
Sonnabend, who inthe early 19708 owed her uptown spacs 10
ahiwease dbeckpn while exhibaing contemporary ant in SoHo,
heas stnped several desipn exhibitions in revent vears al her
Chelsea [bcation

Seguin amd Jowsse, champions of such French modem mas-
iers @ Prouveé and Perviomd, have orpanived mimerous design
thows in an venues indhading Kumstversin Ludsigibarg in
Ceermany, Cragosian Ciallery in Beverly Hills, Corsa Camo
Comrre des Garpons in Tokyo, med Kok je Gediery B Seoul
“Roughly B8 percent of oy clients are conbemporary-ar ool
lectors,” wyn Seguin, who e abo integraaed design pirces

et wlwos it Cralorke Max Heeder in Berlin snd Galerie Paul
Arilriesss in Amsbendam, Seguin daged his second design
exhibation af Soanabend Lust moath. featomng plass by Pierre
Teassiwerel aiwd Le Corbusler Tor buildings in the city ol Chandi-
garty m Punjab, Indin Joaise, whose thees Pasis galleres each
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have a dafferent focus—aamely. furmiune dedigned by French
Mulemist archifects, conlemporary @, and. most recemtly,
P40k e 70k Pormigiere—ofben oneabés an inberplay ansag the
WarnA aspects of hin basitess, For example, in 1995 he in-
vited 18 artists, including Franz Wess, Ridalf Stingel, and
Bertrand Lavier, bo create complementary works for @ Prouvé
shavw ek at the W galbenes he owmed al the lime.

A decade laier, peuiring desigm with e bis coighn on among
gableres, mnd the big imermstional conbemparany =t Calos an
cager 1o fodlow suit. For fse second time, the Poine Intermational
d” At Comtsrmporain (FIAC in Pans Tas October feuturcd o
wildly ssccessful design weetion. In December_ when collecion
Paocked dve Art Basel Miami Beach, 5000 of them also anemded
the inmezuml advion of desson 05, & saellie fair thof incloded
15 mtemntional dealers. Ac-
cording bo the desyn fwir's =
cochifecior Ambrn Sledcda, sev-
erad galkenes posied resolts bo-
taling more than 3 1 milkon
sl mane ikan a thind of tdwm
Pk sabes tppiag SS00,000

A maple chakr
diegigned By Paul
Kjsarhalm in 1002
carmalemented Fiank
Thiel's prinl Stk
2760 (Bariin), 2003, B
§ Rhow lasl wanter sl
Mow Yore's Sean
Helly galiey.

The fair alw featured sise-
specific insdallsibes by archi-
tect Enha Huclad and
artis-desrgmser Ron- Ansd. Fis
Fenvead weiily Croo! fnternfor
wis & [pbywinth o 69 mdrmor-
pulished stainiss-secel ables
e couhd be prirchased il
viclually ar i gagmaps and wsed
@y erther lumyitare or ard. Moan-
whiile, wven penedal art ond an
piguan e ane following the scnmple st by Senford L. Smith
A Assiwernies's ploneering Modemism fir o MNew York—
which cebebrated s 20th anmiversary m Novensber—by seeking
uxid cheabrs: oo heldp them mcorporate design ingo their of fenings.

M LJBEL] rT“]S-. on the ofher hand, have

e shower o integraie dessgn with on. “Cin ibhe comeorial
feval there's almiost & complete doivide,” says Wright, noding
cxceptions like the Toledo Muscuwn of Ars justaposition of
Rictveld charr and o Mt Momdrian painzing. But thers ase
sigrn that thmgd ore changine,

Bartarn Bliemmk, curmiooinl dhirector of New York's
Cooper-Hewiiz, Mational Design Mussiam, save. “We're peiting
many Fogueeses frowm art musemns all over the LS o mke our
eulvibitions on 1o, The 2004 show "Design = Are,”™ which
showeased overbooked design pieces by such antists as Rachel
Wihiteread and Judsd, traveled 10 the Aspen Ant Miseum: and
the 20008 exlibitben “Extrems Teatiles: Pesigning for High

Performance™ wiil open on ihe Tih of next month af the
Weaner Cerder for the Arts in Colursbas, Ohio, Bloemink plio
modes scveral ant mascums with “particidarly active™ dewgn de-
partments, mchsdmg the Museum of Contemporany At i Los
Augebes; the Muoseum of Fine Ars, Hoaston: and the A Initi-
tute of Chicaga. The recent nnnouncensent by the Pompidou
Center and the Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation that they
pilan by baidld o ovusewn dedicabed o moderm ond DOy
art, mving immagees. and design it Wiest Ko oon Culiural
Dristrect im Hong Kong sticses o e inosémen’s eypansion,
Diespite this mormdntum, design is vory much a developing
market, sayve Demisch, given thal ~most mstenal can be hod
Four umniler 5 0000 0END, 5 lea o imder S5O A despariiy
remains between the avers belming mumber of palleries for

coemporary an and the few thad dre dediied 1o design, and
integratan of the tw'e gennes is sl in the experimontal wage
nt the auctikon hotses, with narketing proving 1o be more
effective than the mixing. It's the rre theised sale thal thi-
seemds this pencral rube; such ex Christie's Moy 2008 avction
ol posiwar and contemporary art amd devign from the colles
tion of Barbara Jakobson, o dongtime boand member a1 New
Yok "s Museeiem of Maodem Arl

Sofmehow, in Americh desipgn kas never been o privileged
iis fene 20" lanienis Hloemink. But i rising preces and o grow-
img naumber of spocialized palleries and faim are any indication,
this wuy of thinking may seon be oudated. Younger oollectar
are brnging o fresh perspective 1o the design market: they na
longer see mesely the fumitune of thesr youth hat rather design
itipecls that Ccan e shown scambessly alomgside conleniporsy
an 16 mseurm and gallery settimgs, o well as js their bomes
“Pecple wanl a cohenend collection,” says Christie's Holdeman,
i live wilh objects thai resonaie with ibe ot they colleed.™ B
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